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suffered a blow from which it can never tul!v recover. Tn?
truth Is that Hoare's iame and disgrace were from the begin-
ning bound up with the destiny of the Emperor of Abys-
sinia, and by the time Hoare took over Haiic Scln^ie's cause
it had already been irreparably betrayed.
On 7th June Hoare made his first speech as Foreign
Secretary. It was a calm and well arranged effort, which
gave full credit to Italy's need tor expansion, but it met with
no response from Rome. There is an important footnote in
the Survey which draws attention to the date of this speech,
and suggests thatc it should be borne in mind, with reference
to the sequel, by any student of international affairs who is
concerned to take a just view of persons as well as a balanced
view of events. This impartial commentary asserts that, if
Sir Samuel Hoare had cared to make his own apologia at
the expense of a colleague, he might have argued with
considerable force that the diplomatic battle had already been
lost for him before he was asked by Mr. Baldwin to do his
best to win it V By the time Eden wTas invited to pick up the
reins the situation was wholly beyond repair. At the end of
May Eden had been successful in working out the Council
Resolutions which had led Mussolini to accept the semblance
of arbitration and in doing so to convert the Abyssinian
dispute into an avowed international question. This was a
real achievement. The day before Mussolini's acceptance of
the Eden-Laval formulae, Mussolini had screamed to the
world that it was better to live as a lion one day than a
hundred years as a sheep. But then had come our offer
of British Somaliland, and by ist July Eden was reporting to
the House that * I much regret that the suggestion did not
commend itself to Signor Mussolini '.
The first leader in The Times commented that' Mr. Eden's
statement added disappointingly little to what was already
known. ... It might at least have been considered possible
to impart a little more information about the state of
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